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Christian Apologetics 

Session One: The Apologetic Task, Classical Arguments, & 

Evidential Apologetics   
 

The Resurrection Claim 

 If it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 

has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God 

that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For 

if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are 

lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ 

has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Co 15:12-

20).  

 

No other religion claims that it can be refuted by an historical event occurring or not 

occurring.  

 

So… what are you going to do with this claim? Or, what are you going to do with this Jesus 

of Nazareth character? 

 

Four Options 

 Legend 

 Liar  

 Lunatic 

 Lord 

 

The Apologetic Task  

 Definition: Apologetics is the defense of the faith using reason. It comes from the Greek 

world apologia meaning “a defense”. It often referred to a legal defense. The defense can be 

“positive” (making a case for an assertion Christianity makes) but also “negative” (knocking down 

false arguments against Christianity):  

 

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we 

fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 

demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 

against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 

Christ” (2 Co 10:3-5). 
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Note three words that will be used in a technical manner: 

 

Apology: Not “I’m sorry” but a reasoned defense. 

Argument: Not fighting but a legal case (argument). 

Problem: Think more of a logic or math problem then a bad situation (e.g. the problem of evil  

refers to how one attempts to reconcile a God of love with a world of evil). 

 

 Biblical Mandate: “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 

to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who 

revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame” (1 Peter 3:15-16).  

 

 Consider also: “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities - his eternal 

power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 

that men are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). 

 

 Pro Apologetics: 

  Biblical Mandate (see above) 

  Biblical Examples 

   Old Testament miracles & prophecies  

   Jesus (miracles, Father’s approval, fulfilling prophecies)  

   Acts 17 in Athens (Paul’s great speech)  

   Acts 18 in Corinth (Paul reasoned in the synagogue) 

   Acts 18 in Ephesus (Apollos in public debate)  

   Acts 26 in Caesarea (Paul on trial – these things were not done in a corner!) 

   1 Corinthians 15 (resurrection apologetics – 500 eyewitnesses!)  

  Shows that Christians care about people’s thoughts 

  Strengthening of one’s own faith  

  Promotes profundity 

  Promotes a robust worldview 

  Evangelism!  

 

 Pitfalls: 

  Pressure: It’s not up to you but the Holy Spirit.  

“Put a stone in their shoe.” 

  Polemics: Winning an argument versus winning over a person. 

   “The first person to get angry always loses.”  

  Majoring in Minors: Giving people problems they do not have. 

“Get to the cross of Christ!”  

  Fideism: Faith without foundation. 

   “We have faith in Christ not faith in faith.”   
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 Apologetics Methods: 

  Classical 

More philosophical but will also include evidentialist methods. 

Concentrates heavily on the existence of God.  

Evidentialist (Historical) 

 Much like a lawyer, investigator, or historian builds a case so the  

evidentialist concentrates on historical evidence.  

  Presuppositionalist  

One needs to adopt the whole system (or perhaps one thing such as biblical 

inerrancy) before apologetics can be used. Good on negative apologetics but 

not positive apologetics.  

Reformed 

Rational faith does not need evidence. People have a “divine sense” and can 

also rationally believe in God without evidence or argument.  

Cumulative  

Basically a combination of Classical and Evidentialist but urges the use of all 

data.  

 

 Classical Arguments:* 

  Historical: Evidence 

Cosmological: Causation & Contingency  

  Ontological: Being & Existence  

  Anthropological: Moral & Aesthetic  

  Teleological: Design & Purpose  

  

 *Please note that I am stretching these categories to include other arguments.    

 

Faith & Reason  

 Faith  

 

Notitia: The content of the faith  

Assensus: Agreement that it is true (plausible for the skeptic) 

Fiducia: Trust 

 

The apologist works in the realms of notitita and assensus but not fiducia.  

 

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—

and shudder” (James 2:19). 
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The Spirit’s Work 

   

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of 

God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they 

are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that 

nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set 

on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 

controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does 

not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature 

cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the 

Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, he does not belong to Christ (Romans 8:5-9). 

 

Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be 

cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit  

(1 Corinthians 12:3).  

 

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 

through the word of Christ (Romans 10:17). 

 

Use of Reason:  

Ministerial Use of Reason: Reason as our greatest tool as human beings but is  

flawed because of sin. It is a minster (servant) or tool we use. 

 

Magisterial Use of Reason: Reason is the master of all including revelation. This  

use does not appreciate the flawed human state.  

 

“It is not that Christianity needs to be made reasonable but that reason needs to be 

made Christian.” (Siegbert Becker) 

 

Getting out of Circular Reasoning   

 Bad: The Bible is true because the Bible says it is true.  

 

Good:  Jesus is divine. 

  We are not divine. 

  Therefore we ought to believe what he says. 

 

  Jesus says that the Old Testament is the inerrant Word of God. 

  Jesus says that he sent his Spirit to give the apostles total recall. 

  Therefore we ought to accept the Bible as the inerrant Word of God. 
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The Resurrection Claim  

 There are eyewitness accounts of the resurrection. 

  Followers of Christ were willing to die rather than deny the resurrection. 

  Followers of Christ gained nothing for their claim of the resurrection.  

There is no evidence or reason that this many people would lie about this. 

 There is no evidence that this many people would all be crazy. 

 There is no evidence or reason why the three groups able to fake a resurrection would do  

so (Jews, Romans, Apostles).  

 Therefore Jesus rose from the dead. 

 

 Jesus claimed to be true God. 

 There is no evidence or reason that Jesus would lie about this. 

 There is no evidence that Jesus is crazy. 

 There is no evidence that Jesus was a bad man. 

 Jesus proved his divinity by rising from the dead. 

 Therefore Jesus is who he claimed to be, that is, true God. 

 

The Classical Arguments for the Existence of God 

 The Cosmological Arguments 

Everything that exists has an explanation of its existence, either in the necessity of its  

nature or, in an external cause. 

The universe does not exist necessarily, it is logically possible that things in the  

universe (you and me) did not have to exist and that the universe itself did 

not have to exist. 

The universe does exist.  

Therefore the universe is contingent on a necessary thing.  

  

There are types of things that exist in the necessity of their nature: God and abstract  

objects (e.g. right angles). 

Abstract objects cannot cause things to be brought into existence. 

Therefore the existence of the universe is contingent on God. 

 

If there is a non-contingent being, what kind of attributes would that being have? 
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The Teleological (Design) Arguments 

From the Greek “telos” which means, end, goal, or purpose.  

 

      All things have an order or arrangement and work for an end.  

      The order of the universe cannot be explained by chance, but only by design and  

purpose. 

      Design and purpose is a product of intelligence. 

      Therefore nature is directed by a Divine Intelligence or Great Designer. 

 

  Can we even use the world “design” if there random matter is all there is? 

 

 The Anthropological (Moral) Arguments  

  If God does not exist, objective moral values and duties do not exist. 

  Objective moral and duties do exist. 

  Therefore God exists.  

 

  Notes:  This is not saying that a person cannot be good without believing in God.  

“No evil and no god, only blind pitiless indifference.” 

   We have three options: 

    An action is good because God wills it. 

God wills an action because it is good. 

God wills good because he is good. 

 

Should we throw a cat in prison for killing a mouse? 

  

 The Ontological Arguments 

  It is possible that a maximally great being exists. 

If it is possible that a maximally great being exists, then a maximally great being  

exists in some possible world. 

If a maximally great being exists in some possible world, then it exists in every  

possible world. 

If a maximally great being exists in every possible world, then it exists in the actual  

world. 

If a maximally great being exists in the actual world, then a maximally great being  

exists. 

Therefore a maximally great being exists. 

  

 


